Barcelona, Spain. n the short span of less than sixty years, he had actually done what most 
Fus only fantasize doing, and “followed his bliss”. By embracing his passions, he created 
alife, a family, and a career that was joyous and rewarding 


[= Martinez Roca was born on the 23rd of October 1940 in the Barrio Gético section of 


Eorly on, his father wanted young Luis to become a chemical engineer, but Roca had other plans. 
In. bold move that comes from being too young ond honestly gifted, he left high school to pursue 
‘a career in art. With litle Formal training, most teenagers would have fallen fat on their faces, but 
by the oge of sixloen Luis had octually secured a steady position at Bruguera Editorial, « major 
‘mogazine publisher in Spain. His work would appear in such youth-oriented publications like Sissi 
Roméntica, and Claro de Luna, How could this “kid” get so many assignments? The fact that his 
own fiends referred to him os “The Ear!” may have something to do with it. For such a young 
man, Roca was not only charming, polite, and wise beyond his years, but by nineteen wos 
sporting an elegant mane of completely white hair. Not your average teenager, to be sure! 


Having succeeded in his native Spain, Luis set his sights on bigger goals, which would mean 
traveling to the United Kingdom. Once there, his mastery of the English language, coupled with 
his self possessed personality got him jobs at such prestigious firms os Fleetway Editorial, 
Newnes & Pearson Ed, and D.C. Thomson. He shuttled like this between Barcelona and London 
from 1961 to 1969, fulfiling assignments and making new contacts. When he signed a contract 
with one of the major British tabloids, “The Sun", he got involved in a bit of publishing history. 


Working on a daily comic strip called “Scarth - A.D. 2171", written by Jo Adamms, Roca 
ilysrated the very first appearance of a female nude character in the British press, This bit of 
notoriety not only gave him worldwide attention, it put him in touch with Josep Toutain at 
Selecciones llustrados. Through Toutain, a central figure responsible for the success of many 
comic and fantasy artists in Europe, Roca finally had the chance to break into the U.S. market 
in magazines like "Creepy" and “Vampirella” 


Lis confinued expanding his worldly portfolio with the Italian editor Giorgio Cavedon from 
Milano who introduced him in the ltalian ortist community. The early Eighties brought him 
South American acknowledgment working at the Mexican newspaper Novedades, and at the 
Culture Ministry of Mexico D.C. 


By the mid-Eighties, Roca’s career had token a new direction, Needing a break from comics, he 
decided to start painting. Once the word got out, he was geting cover work all over the world, like 
Joguar Co. from Sweden, C.B. Films Filmayer Co. from Spain, Harlequin Books ot Warmer Books 
from the U.S., Conon Sphere Ed. from the U.K., Bastei from Germany, and s0 on, 


He came back to comics in 1993 with the British strip "Ben & Katie” for The Daily Stor 
‘newspaper. These strips, ond the illustrations done for the SGP Gallery Girls books were his 
last works. On April 17th of 1998, he died suddenly, leaving a loving wife and two daughters, 
© lifetime of work and too many friends saddened by their loss. 


‘As a testament toa life lived passionately and with grace, we present this collection of his 
drawings, sketches, and studies. It is only o small measure of the incomparable body of work 
Roca created. This book would not have been possible were it not for the assistance of Luis 
wife Mariemma, and his Wo wonderful daughters Natalia and Mariemma, We sincerely thank 
them for their help, and hope our efforts show off "The Ear!” in his very best light. 


{nc business offen filled with ego and tantrums, Luis Roca floated above it all, with grace ond 
charm, He was a “class act’, and he will be missed 


Luis Martinez Roca 
1940-1998 


THE ART OF ROCA REFLEGHONS OF MYTH 


The lary Enore Sketchbook 1 & 2 
Volume One FASINER& LARSON 
Acchiteds of Fantasy 
All artwork is copyright © 2002 the estate of Luis Roca. KISSIOF DEATH 1 
The Art of Roca Volume One © 2002 S.Q. Productions Inc. The Fantasy Ast of Fasiner & Loreal 
All right reserved. Printed in the United States. ene ill 
Book design by Grassy Knoll Studios. DEMS FORSE 
Front cover color by James Ryman. The Roel Sketchbook | 
Publishers: Sal Quartuccio and Bob Keenan WWFERNO 
Tho At of Tomes Giorebo 1 
SOP Inc. THE ART OF RUDY D. NEBRES T 
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: MOONSHADOWS 1 
Send for our free illustrated catalog filled with fantasy art. The Mike Plog Sketchbook | 
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= The Monte Moore Sketchbook 1&2 ¢ UNGUETAILS 1 «2-3 


 SORCERESS MERMAIDS 1&2 

} The Hoffman Sketchbooks 1 & 2 PRIMAL LUST | 

£ SPELLBOUND TREASURED CHESTS 1-2-3 
E The Keith Porkinson Sketchbook 1? WARRIOR QUEENS: 


FATAL BEAUTY: DINO BABES 1 
Th Boodo Sketchbook T DRAGONTAIS | - 2-3 
MAIDENS jp ETERNALTEMPTATION 1 & 2 


SANJULIAN - Master Visionary MATHERS LACE 1-2-3 


TOUGH OF MAGIC OTHER TITLES: 
The Doulas Shuler Sketchbook 1 | CONAN THECRUEL 
(OTICA ‘DEMON BABY 
TheArtol fstebon Maroto Volume | Hell on Heals Grophic Novel 

BOOKS: ‘DRAWING POWER 1 

How i Draw Comics by Bort Sears 
SyaUNTED HOUSE OF UNGER 1-7-3 

Coven 82 *F POWERLINES 1 
RINSON EMBRACE 1-2-3-4-5 = Hove DEG tim Callahan 
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Luis Martinez Roca f 
forged an international following 
through his combination of talem 
and imagination. From the 
exotic curves of Vampirella 
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